THE FIVE NIGHTS

(Pancamtram)

INTEODUGTION

THE Five Nights takes us into the world of Epic story. This is one of
the seven of our plays which are based on the Mahabharata. These, of
course, were written for audiences familiar with the stories of the Great
Epic. A reader or an audience without a knowledge of the stories used,
and of the main characters figuring in the epic, will not thoroughly
appreciate these plays. Nevertheless, there are dramatic scenes which
are striking in themselves.

The plot of The Five Nights is based on the Fourth Book of the
Mahabharata called Virata-parvan. In the thirteenth year of their
exile the Pandavas enter the palace of Virata, king of the Matsyas, in
various disguises, Yudhishthira, the eldest, as a brahman skilled in
dice, Bhimasena as a cook and pugilist, and Arjuna, the great bowman,
as an effeminate creature of no sex in particular to teach dancing to the
princesses. These are the three son?? of KuntI The twin sons of
Madn, Nakula (Mongoose), and Sahadeva, also obtained posts to look
after the horses and the cows. Draupadl, the wife of the Pandavas, is
employed by the queen as a coiffeuse. (SECTION LII. Pandava-
pravexa-parvan.)

Senapati Kicaka, one of the 8utct8,1 commander-in-chief and a
brother of the queen, molests Draupadl. She is protected by an in-
visible giant. Bhima avenges the insult by taking Draupadl's place at
a pretended rendezvous in the dancing hall, and throttling Kicaka. He
mutilates the corpse and shows it to Draupadl Her cries attract the
guard. Kicaka's kinsmen want to burn Draupadl with the corpse.
The king is afraid of the sutas and agrees. Bhima plucks up a palm-
tree and destroys 105 sutas. The remainder take to flight. The
citizens are afraid of the supernatural protectors of Draupadl, and the
king agrees to deport the coiffeuse, who is allowed to stay another
thirteen days. (SECTION LIV. Ewaka-vadha-parvan.)

The Kurus learn of the death of the Kicakas, and at the suggestion
of the king of Trigarta decide to raid the cattle of the Matsyas. The
force from Trigarta attacks from the south-east. Virata's cowherd
reports the loss of 100,000 cows. The Matsyas arm and attack the

1 A suta could be groom, equerry, herald, or bard.